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SEPTEMBER 2019
NEWSLETTER
Beginning of School Year Prayer
Loving God, Our creator, our Saviour, our Companion,
Bless this journey of a new school year that we undertake today.
Refresh our souls and renew our spirits as we embrace
the beautiful ministry to which you have called us.
We welcome those who are new to this community and
ask that you strengthen them to share the wonderful gifts you have given them.
Lord, make our hearts pure as we prepare for the return of students to St. Augustine School,
and may You guide them to return with open hearts and minds eager to learn.
We ask this in Your name,
Amen
PrinciPal’s Message
I am delighted to welcome you back to a new school year. I would like to extend a special welcome to
our returning families and staff, as well as to those who are new to our school community. I would also like to
take this opportunity to welcome and thank Father Whitfield as the spiritual leader of our community, we look
forward to growing in faith together.
With the school sparkling clean and the staff enthusiastic and eager to start, it promises to be another exciting
and enriching year. We look forward to the outdoor learning and physical activity areas that were funded by our
Catholic School Council, work is expected to begin soon. Also thank you to The St. Augustine Boy’s Parish
Basketball League for their generous donation of a new score board that will be installed during the first week
of school.
The following staff members have been added to St. Augustine School: Mrs. Grice Gr.8 Mr. Piano Gr. 6 (in for
Mrs. Filice), Ms. Stevens to the teaching staff and Ms. Baldwin our ECE (in for Ms. MacFarlane, and our new
Librarian Mrs. Richber.
We are committed to providing your children with a rich Catholic environment as well as a high quality
curriculum in the safest environment possible. We will strive to do our best, and, as always, should you
have any questions and/or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact the school.
Please take the time to read through the newsletter carefully as it contains important information which will help
make the start of the school year an easy transition for all.
We are looking forward to a great year. Remember the St. Augustine Motto:

WISDOM

FAITH

LOYALTY

ST. AUGUSTINE PARISH INFORMATION
Welcome Father Whitfield.
If you have been away from the area, this is the time to reconnect with St. Augustine Parish. Our
Lord’s Day Mass times are: Saturday – 5:30 p.m. and Sunday – 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
The School and the Parish co-operate with each other, however are separate entities. For
example, registering at school does not automatically make you a member of St. Augustine
Parish. If you are not registered as parishioners (or think you might not be registered), please call
our Parish office at 905-628-2880 and register.
“Thank you” for sharing your faith with your children at home and for bringing them to Mass on Sundays.
“Thank you” for having your children attend a Catholic school, so that the home, school and parish can support the
spiritual life of your children.
For the younger children, the 9:00 a.m. Sunday Mass has the Children’s Liturgy
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WELCOME BACK B.B.Q.
All St. Augustine School families are invited to the school B.B.Q. on Tuesday, September 17, 2019 from 5:00 – 7:00
p.m. St. Jean de Brébeuf will be selling Hotdogs and Hamburgers. Come and meet the school staff and spend some
time with family and friends.

School Hours

Morning Entry
A.M. Recess
Lunch
P.M. Recess
Dismissal

8:35 a.m.
9:45 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
11:20 a.m. – 12:10 a.m.
1:25 p.m. – 1:40 p.m.
2:55 p.m.

Safety & Students Arrival at School
Please note that yard supervision begins at 8:15 a.m. We strongly encourage students to arrive on the playground between
8:20 – 8:35 a.m. We cannot provide supervision before 8:15 a.m. Thank you for your anticipated co-operation. Please use
designated areas for parking, there is additional parking on the side streets on the other side of Sydenham Road. Please
do not stop in the bus lane or block driveways on the street. The cross walk on Alma is the best way to cross as there is a
crossing guard there daily. Together we can ensure a safe trip to and from school for all of our students
ENTRANCE TO SCHOOL/EXIT FROM SCHOOL
Students should not be entering the school before the bell rings. At dismissal time, students will leave through
the doors where they enter. Parents are asked to wait outside at the appropriate doors to meet their children in
order to alleviate congestion in the school halls.
SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS
This is your chance to get involved! St. Augustine students have greatly benefited from the generous gift of
“time” from our parent volunteers. Volunteers are used in many different areas in the school, however they are
not assigned to their own child’s class. All volunteers must have an updated police check. Please call Mrs.
Medeiros, to discuss possibilities. Even one half hour a week helps our students!
Volunteers
During the course of the year there will be opportunities for parents to chaperone trips. To do so a current police check is
necessary. If you have interest in volunteering in this capacity, please consider getting your police check done now as it
takes several weeks to complete the process. A letter is available from the school to bring to the police station to receive
the volunteer price.

VIRTUES
Creating a safe, caring and inclusive school community.
Each month at school we will focus and be learning about a different Catholic virtue. We know that this will aid all of us
in growing as people of faith and create positive conversations in and around our school. We look forward to continue
this initiative as a safe, caring and inclusive school community.
SEPTEMBER~FAITH
NOVEMBER~CONSCIENCE
JANUARY~SELF-CONTROL
MARCH~KINDNESS
MAY~ACCEPTANCE

OCTOBER~EMPATHY
DECEMBER~HOPE
FEBRUARY~RESPECT
APRIL~LOVE
JUNE~FAIRNESS

SCHOOL PROTOCOL
When Visiting the School: All doors will be locked during school hours, including the front door. Teachers will open
the doors when the bell rings for students to enter the school. Entrance after the bell rings will only be permitted through
the main door off of Alma Street. All visitors to the school must sign in and check in at the office to obtain a “visitor”
sticker to wear. No one is to go directly to a teacher’s classroom. The teacher/student will then be notified of your
arrival. If you must personally speak with a teacher, please call the school to set up an appropriate time.
Leaving for an Appointment: A parent/guardian who requires a student to leave the school before dismissal time must
request this in writing in the student’s agenda. All students are to be picked up at the main office by that person. Students
will NOT be permitted to leave the school for any reason without an adult present.
Reporting an Absence: It is your responsibility to inform the school when your child is going to be late or absent
from school. For your convenience, the school’s answering system is always on (24 hours). Please leave a message.
Please make it your priority to call and leave a message.
Parking: The area on Alma Street along the front of the school is designated as a bus pick up/drop off area. Please note
that the City Parking Bylaw Officer has signs installed along the front of the school on Alma Street. Our Special Needs
bus also stops there. You may be ticketed if you park in this area. If parents need to park to come into the school for a
meeting, please use the parking lot or the area across the street.
Thank you for your co-operation, these requests are for the safety of ALL students.

ATTENDANCE
Regular and punctual attendance is expected from each student. Attendance is taken at the beginning of each morning
session at 8:35 a.m. and again at the beginning of the afternoon session 12:10 p.m. All students who are late MUST
report to the office to pick up a late slip.
SAFE ARRIVAL
1. Parents please use the SafeArrival website, https://go.schoolmessenger.ca. Sign up to create your account using
your email address. Select Attendance to Report an Absence. NOTE: Once you are logged in, please ensure that
you update your message preferences.
2. Using you rmobile device, download and install the SchoolMessenger app
From the Apple App Store or the Google Play Store [or from the links at https//go.messenger.ca] Use your new

login information to access your account. Select Attendance to Report an Absence.
3. Call the toll-free number 833-275-6703 to report an absence using the automated phone system.
MEDICATION
Regulations state that school personnel cannot administer any drug, including aspirin, without written
permission from the parent/guardian and a doctor. If there is need for such medication, please see the school
website or contact the school to obtain the forms that MUST BE FILLED OUT BY THE
PARENTS/GUARDIANS AND A DOCTOR. This record is a School Board Regulation and must be kept on
file. Please notify the school if medication distribution stops so that all medication can be returned to the
parent/guardian as soon as possible. ..\Medical Information Form 2019.doc
FAMILY INFORMATION/EMERGENCY CONTACTS:
It is imperative that school records are kept up-to-date. Many changes occur during the summer for some
students. Your child will bring home their “Information Sheet.” Please read it over carefully and fill in any
information that is missing or needs to be changed. The sheet needs to be returned to the school immediately.
Please remember to inform Mrs. Fortino of any changes that occur during the school year (telephone, work
number, etc.)
PHOTOS AND VIDEOS: During the course of the year, students will be involved in a variety of events and activities. It
is normal practice to publicize many of the positive things that occur in school. From time to time the press may come to
school and take photos of children and write articles about their achievement. Photos and videos of students, collectively
or individually, may be taken and used on bulletin board displays or the local newspaper, etc. If you have any objections
to your child being included in any of these, please down load the form from our website or request it from the office.
..\privacry request forms 2019.pdf

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
The monthly newsletter contains important information that affects your child. Often this will be the only source of
information that you will receive regarding certain events, so it is important that you go to our school website. Please
register as a subscriber to receive emails directly to your inbox. Please be aware that, due to limited space in the
newsletter, some events, trips, etc. will be shown on the calendar. The calendar is populated regularly and the entire
school year is available for viewing.

ECO
Any parent who is interested in being part of our ECO school team, please visit our ECO booth at the Meet the Teacher
BBQ. No experience needed. All are welcome! We continue to encourage our students to use reusable containers for
their lunches, drinks and snacks. Both floors have hydration stations to refill water.

CATHOLIC SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS
The Catholic School Council is an important advisory body to the Principal. It consists of members who represent the
school community to make suggestions. As a member of the School Council you can influence decisions that are made
and that affect the life of your child at school.
The first meeting and election of this year’s Catholic School Council will be held on Monday, September 16th, 2019
at 6:00 p.m. Our Council requires 6-10 parents along with the Teacher Rep, Parish Rep and Community Rep. Nomination
forms can be downloaded below, from the webpage or requested from the Main Office. Please note that in order to ensure
all nominations have been accepted and in order to prepare ballots, nominations will close on Friday, September 13th, at
4:00 p.m. We will not be able to take nominations from the floor – so get your nominations in soon!
Please consider being part of this year’s Council. If we have more than 10 nominations, then we will move to an election
which will take place at the beginning of this first meeting. Many thanks to last year’s Council; their support, assistance
and co-operation are greatly appreciated!
..\CSC Nomination Form 2019.pdf

Agendas
“If we plan to learn, we must learn to plan.”
Unfortunately there was a processing error with Agendas – I am working to rectify the situation as soon as possible. As a
result the agendas will be delayed in arriving. I will let the community know when they are exoected when I have more
information.
Again this year, students encouraged to be involved in the student agenda program. This is a vital tool not
only for recording homework and assignments, but also for communication between the home and
school. We will monitor the use of these agendas and strongly encourage students to make sure that they
are diligent about making use of their planners a daily routine. Also parents, it goes without saying that
your children will depend on you to establish good homework routines and for you to monitor them to
ensure homework is completed with attention to quality. Your cooperation will be necessary in signing
the planners on a daily basis. The Board’s Homework Policy is available for reference on the board
website
School agendas will be provided through funds from the Move-a-thon school fundraiser in October

BUS INFORMATION
Bus schedules were sent to each family in August in the designated bus areas. Please be patient during
these first few days while routes get sorted and pickup/drop-off times are worked out. We will do our
utmost to notify you in writing of any changes.
FDK Students: Parents will be required to fill in a form identifying 4 individuals to whom their child will
be released to and parents must communicate changes in this form to the Board Transportation Department
as per the transportation policy: “All FDK students must be accompanied to and from the bus stop by an adult. If there is
no adult present at the stop, the student will be returned to the school. If there is no one available to receive the child at
the school, the Children’s Aid Society will be notified. Any other bussing arrangements must be requested in writing and
sent to the Transportation Department for approval.”
Bus Students: Parents are asked to ensure that their child is on time at the appropriate bus stop. Please stress with your
child the importance of proper behaviour while riding the bus. Riding the bus is a privilege. Repeated misbehaviour may
result in losing this privilege. Please remember that bus students are not allowed to switch buses at any time. (Insurance,
security reasons and over-crowding problems, etc.) Students may not request to be dropped off at stops other than their
regular drop-off point. One Child, One Bus, One Stop. Riding the bus is not a seasonal option. In cases where different
arrangements are made for a particular day (doctor/dentist appt.) parents must send a note to confirm. No child will be
kept back at the office or allowed to go home with another student unless there is a note to verify alternate arrangements.

The “learning cOMMOns”
If you have found any library books at your home over the summer, please send them into the school.
Information regarding Book Fair will be coming in the following weeks. See website for details.

ANNUAL BOARD PILGRIMAGE - Sunday, October 20th, 2019
All Grade 7 and 8 students are encouraged to participate. More information to follow. See website for details.

SPORTS
Many sports teams are underway. We truly appreciate staff for generously volunteering their personal time at lunch hour
or after school to be able to provide these extra curricular activities. Students and parents are reminded about a respectful
Code of Conduct at all times.
ST. AUGUSTINE GIRLS HOUSE LEAQUE BASKETBALL

Are you interested in playing basketball in a fun, non-competitive house league?
This will be the 38th season that parent volunteers have organized a fun basketball house league for girls in grades 2 to 8.
All games are played at St. Augustine and St. Bernadette schools on Friday nights between 6 and 9 pm.
The league runs from mid-October to early March. If your daughter is interested in joining us this year or if anyone is
interested in volunteering to help referee or coach, please email me at staugustinegirlsbasketball@gmail.com.
The fee for playing is $40 per player or $60.00 per family. For more information, please contact Melissa Cameron
at staugustinegirlsbasketball@gmail.com - we're looking forward to another fantastic season!

Clubs
St. Augustine is pleased to have several clubs that run throughout the year. Look to our website for details.

Electronic Devices

Electronic devices are not permitted at school. They will be confiscated and parents will be required to pick them up.
The school has telephones that can be used by students with permission.

FOOD ALLERGIES/SEVERE REACTIONS
As you are aware, there are a number of young children who endure very severe allergic reactions to a variety of different
foods. Unfortunately, these reactions are frequently triggered not only by the ingestion of a product, but by
the mere molecular particles or smell of something in the air (commonly referred to as an “air-borne”
allergic reaction). For the above-mentioned reason, we do not permit students to share snacks,

treats, lunches, etc. with each other at any time. Each teacher will notify the class and parents if
there are any students in their class with food allergies. We ask for your assistance in not sending
these food items to school. We are concerned for the health and well being of all our students. Thank you in
advance for your co-operation and support in this regard.

Safe drinking water
Results from 2019 water testing for schools of the Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic District School Board are
now available. We are happy to report that lead testing results for St. Augustine Elementary School) have met
the Ontario drinking water quality lead standard of 10 micrograms per litre (10 µg/L) or below.
Since 2007, Ontario law has required child care centres and schools to flush their plumbing and test their
drinking water for lead.
SCHOOL YEAR CALANDER
020 ATT Elementary 2019-2020 calendar.pdf

